Group B streptococcal disease: a life-threatening infection in the newborn.
Group B streptococcal (GBS) disease, a life-threatening infection in newborns in the United States, causes considerable neonatal morbidity and mortality. GBS is also a major source of maternal infection. Screening during pregnancy leads to early identification. Intrapartal treatment of affected mothers can prevent harmful neonatal effects. Implementation of screening and treatment protocols is recommended for the protection of all obstetric and neonatal patients.